Criterion variability in problem-drinking research on college students.
A persistent issue confronting research on problem drinking (PD) and heavy drinking (HD) among college-age adults is the lack of a consistent, valid definition and criteria for either of the two conditions. This article presents a review and analysis of the criteria used in a selected group of studies on college students' PD and HD from 1974 to 1993. All studies within the time period that employed a random sample of students were analyzed for variations in criteria used to define either PD or HD. Sample characteristics, the specific criteria used, and data on prevalence rates found with those criteria are described. Areas of uniformity and inconsistency were identified and effects of criterion variations were described for the 23 studies reviewed. Of particular note was the lack of differential criteria for gender.